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Given	the	fast	pace	of	developments	surrounding	
EMRCA,	and	the	complexity	and	interconnectivity	
of	the	various	projects	our	team	is	developing	for	
North	Adams,	we	would	like	to	announce	the	
publication	of	a	monthly	newsletter.	The	
newsletter	has	three	primary	purposes:
• It	is	intended	to	be	a	vehicle	for	keeping	the	

EMRCA	investors	and	other	interested	
parties	informed	of	important	milestones	
and	events;

• While	EMRCA	is	the	centerpiece,	the	
newsletter	will	endeavor	to	connect	and	
locate	the	EMRCA	initiative	in	the	larger	
context	of	the	North	Adams	Cultural	
Development	Master	Plan,	parts	of	which	
have	undertaken	in	parallel	to	EMRCA;	and

• We	see	the	newsletter	as	a	means	to	
stimulate	feedback	from	and	communication	
with	a	larger	network	of	friends	and	
individuals.
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This publication is a private informational newsletter intended to keep EMRCA, Inc.’s
investors, consultants, and advisors abreast of project developments. The information
contained in the newsletter, and any attachment, is conf idential and intended solely for
theintended recipient. Access, copying, or re-useof thenewsletter or any attachment or
information contained therein, by anyother person, is not authorized. Nothingwithin this
newsletter should be viewed as a recommendation to purchase or sell any securities or
investments. Li kewise, nothingpresented hereshould bedeemed to constitutean offer
to sell or thesolicitation of an offer to buy any interest in any investment product.

LINKS:	To	view	complete	documents	related	to	
the	EMRCA	newsletter	visit	the	link	below:

http://bit.ly/2x1m7es
Documents	included	in	this	issue:
1. Concept	Development	Study
2. Heritage	State	Park	Masterplan
3. Economic	Impact	Study
4. 2017	Mass	Works	Grant	Application
5. Proposed	EMRCA	Installation	Plan
6. National	and	International	Media	Coverage
7. Frank	Gehry Site	Visit	Album
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On	Thursday	October	19th,	Thomas	Krens appeared	as	the	
keynote	speaker	for	the	Berkshire	Regional	Planning	
Commission’s	annual	dinner	at	the	Country	Club	of	
Pittsfield.		Krens,	who	spoke	for	nearly	an	hour	in	front	of	a	
crowd	of	80	local	and	regional	planners,	policymakers,	and	
other	interested	parties,	presented	his	vision	for	the	EMRCA	
project	and	the	larger	North	Adams	Cultural	Development	
Master	Plan.	

The	Berkshire	Regional	Planning	Commission	(BRPC)	is	the	
regional	planning	agency	for	Berkshire	County.		Working	
with	a	professional	planning	staff	and	a	citizen	commission,	
BRPC	seeks	to	enhance	the	regional	resilience	and	quality	of	
life	in	the	Berkshires	through	a	variety	of	initiatives	and	
projects	encompassing	land	use,	transportation,	economic	
development,	environmental	management,	sustainable	
communities	and	public	health.		BRPC	has	been	actively	
collaborating	with	32	rural	and	urban	communities	since	
1966	to	deal	with	the	regional	challenges,	opportunities	and	
assets.	Per	federal	mandate,	BRPC	is	responsible	for	major	
regional	transportation	planning	programs	and	projects	in	
the	Berkshires,	and	is	also	responsible	for	regional	review	
procedures	as	required	by	various	federal	and	state	
programs.

Kyle	Hanlon,	Chair	of	BRPC’s	Executive	Committee,	
described	Krens’	understanding	of	and	outlook	for	the	
developing	economic	growth	in	Berkshire	County	as	
"inspirational”.			In	addition	to	his	role	at	BRPC,	Hanlon	sits	
on	the	North	Adams	Redevelopment	Authority	and	the	
North	Adams	Planning	Board.

Berkshire Scenic 
Track Complete
Earlier	this	month	the	Berkshire	Scenic	Railway	Museum	
announced	that	the	project	to	restore	train	service	between	
Adams	and	North	Adams	had	reached	its	last	big	milestone	
— complete	restoration	of	the	final	6/10	mile	connecting	
the	track	to	renovated	Adams	Station	on	Hoosac Street.		Up	
until	now,	the	excursion	was	cut	short	at	Renfrew	Street	
because	of	the	condition	of	the	long	unused	track.		
Completion	of	the	final	link	to	the	Adams	Station	was	made	
possible	by	$2.6	million	in	funding	provided	by	the	
MassWorks Infrastructure	Program.		

Berkshire	Scenic	Railway	is	now	running	fall	foliage	train	
rides	that	depart	from	North	Adams,	travel	south	to	Adams,	
and	then	return	to	North	Adams.		Critically,	the	North	
Adams	terminus	of	the	Scenic	Rail	lies	directly	adjacent	to	
the	proposed	EMRCA	site.		The	two	organizations	have	been	
in	contact	and	the	potential	for	collaboration	is	obvious.		
Indeed,	as	the	Adams	Town	Administrator	recently	noted,	
“one	can	only	imagine	the	possible	ways	the	two	entities	
could	partner	to	attract	visitors	and	diversify	programming”.	

NOUVEL’S	LOUVRE	ABU	
DHABI	OPENS	11	NOV.
French	Architect	Selected	in	2016	
to	Design	Hotel	in	North	Adams

NOUVEL: LOUVRE ABU DHABI

First	 sketch	of	Louvre	Abu	Dhabi	 inscribed	 “For	Tom,	First	 idea…Aug	 2006”

Jean	Nouvel,	Nicolai	Ourousseff (former	chief	architecture	critic	of	the	NYTimes)	and	Mayor	Alcombright at	the	EMRCA	studio	 in	November	2016

Jean	Nouvel at	La	Colombe D’or Restaurant	 St. 	Paul	 de	Vence Aug	2006,	

discussing	 concept	 designs	 for	Louvre	Abu	 Dhabi	 with	 Thomas	Krens

Nicholas	Krens	and	Thomas	Krens embark	from	Salzburg	to	St.	

Paul	de	Vencein	the	South	of	France	to	meet	with	Jean	Nouvel

Jean Nouvel, tapped to be thearchitect of the Wilsonian Luxury Art Hotel on MainStreet in North Adams,will be
celebrating the opening of his newest building on November 11th in Abu Dhabi. The ambitious Louvre Abu
Dhabi, topped by a dome with a590foot diameter, has been over a decade in themaking.
The museum is located on Saadiyat Island (“Island of Happiness”), and is just one component of a 670-acre
cultural district. Planning for the district began in 2005 when Thomas Krens, then-director of the Solomon R.
Guggenheim Foundation, met with Mohammed bin Zayed al Nahyan, the crown prince. Zayed described his
vision for a $27 billion development with shopping and luxurious hospitality, and, most importantly, a massive
cultural district with a newGuggenheim as its centerpiece.

Over	the	next	two	years,	Krens created	the	masterplan for	the	district,	hand-selecting	the	architects	for	each	
project.	In	August	2006,	he	took	a	motorcycle	ride	through	Switzerland	to	the	south	of	France	to	meet	with	Jean	
Nouvel.	Along	with	Nick,	Krens’s son,	the	three	of	them	discussed	a	massive	universal	museum	that	would	be	a	
cultural	crossroads,	a	dialogue	between	East	and	West.	
Not merely a single building, the completed Louvre Abu Dhabi is a series of 55 low-profile, interconnected
blocks of different proportions inspired by Arab cities –the medina.The dome that appears tofloat above the23
gallery spaces and other amenities was inspired by traditional Arab motifs, but, in final form, is exceptionally
universal and contemporary. With 8 layers that the light must to pass through, spots of light appear and
disappear, grow and shrink, move across the campus every minute of every day. Nouvel describes it as “a
parasol creating a shower of lights”.

The	museum	 is	as	expansive	in	form	 as	it	
is	in	content.	It	will	feature	over	600	
exhibits	that	include	archaeology,	fine	
arts,	decorative	arts,	and	even	
contemporary	art	from	all	over	the	
world.	 Linda	Komaroff,	 Curator	of	 Islamic	
and	Middle	Eastern	art	at	the	Los	Angeles	
County	Museum	 spoke	to	the	Art	
Newspaper	about	the	project,	explaining,	
“There	are	more	possibilities	in	the	
future	for	 how	art,	both	Western	and	
Islamic,	is	interpreted	in	the	context	of	
the	universal	museum.”	

The	intention	is	to	create	a	dialogue	
between	East	and	West.	The	Louvre	Abu	
Dhabi	constitutes	a	shift	in	the	center	of	
the	art	world	eastward,	while	also	re-
contextualizing	how	art	is	displayed	and	
experienced	 as	part	of	a	larger	cultural	
narrative.

The	larger	vision	for	Saadiyat Island	
includes	 proposals	for	 a	Frank	Gehry-
designed	Guggenheim;	 the	Zayed
National	Museum,	designed	 by	Norman	
Foster;	a	performing	arts	center	by	Zaha
Hadid,	who	passed-away	last	spring;	and	
a	maritime	museum	 over	the	ocean,	by	
Tadao Ando.	The	economic	 collapse	in	
2009	severely	slowed	the	projects’	
progression,	contributing	to	a	decade-
long	wait	for	the	Louvre’s	opening.	The	
Zayed National	Museum	is	several	years	
behind	 schedule,	 and	the	Hadid and	
Ando	buildings	show	 no	signs	of	
movement.	 The	Guggenheim	also	has	
not	broken	ground.	

Nouvel,	a	Pritzker prize-winner,	has	a	
long	history	of	designing	cultural	
institutions	including	Arab	World	
Institute	(Paris,	France),	Foundation	
Cartier	(Paris,	France),	Copenhagen	
Concert	Hall	(Copenhagen,	 Denmark)	in	
addition	to	residential	and	commercial	
buildings.	On-going	 projects	include	 the	
supertall MoMA tower	and	the	Midi	Train	
Station	in	Brussels,	Belgium	among	
others.	
In	November	 2016,	Nouvel spent	two	
days	in	Northern	Berkshire	County	
viewing	the	area	and	meeting	with	
Mayor	Alcombright and	other	North	
Adams	officials.	 	The	architect	and	the	
mayor	walked	the	Heritage	Park	site	and	
Main	Street	and	its	various	contiguous	
properties.		He	also	toured	the	Clark	Art	
Institute	the	Williams	College	campus,		
and	MASS	MoCA.		Along	the	way	he	met	
with	MASS	MoCA Director	Joseph	C.	
Thompson	 and	Clark	Director	Olivier	
Meslay.		Nouvel will	be	featured	as	the	
architect	of	the	planned	Wilsonian
Luxury	 Art	Hotel	on	Main	Street.

“The	combination	 of	elements	that	exists	
here	is	like	no	other	that	I	know	of,”	
Nouvel said	after	his	visit.	“The	
landscape,	 the	topography,	the	colors,	
and	the	collision	of	Main	Street,	the	
overpass,	and	the	railroad	lends	itself	to	
an	extraordinary	and	precise	
intervention	or	series	of	interventions	
that	would	preserve	the	scale	of	the	city,	
and	build	on	 the	concentration	of	
cultural	resources	in	the	region.”

Continued	 from	Page	1

http://bit.ly/2x1m7es

http://bit.ly/2x1m7es


EMRCA INSPIRATION: 
Kohs & Company Model Railroads

32

EMRCA	continues	to	command	the	attention	of	
lawmakers	on	Beacon	Hill.	On	September	25th,Mayor	
Alcombright,	Duncan	Brown,	and	the	EMRCA	team	
hosted	a	visit	from	the	Massachusetts	General	Court’s	
Joint	Committee	on	Tourism,	Arts,	and	Cultural	
Development.	The	Committee	is	chaired	by	State	
Senator	Adam		Hinds	(D-Pittsfield),	who	has	
enthusiastically	supported	the	ERMCA	project	in	
Boston	since	his	election	in	November	2016.	Joining	
Hinds	from	the	committee	were	his	co-chair,	State	
Representative	Cory	Atkins	(D-Concord),	House	vice-
chairman	State	Representative	Bruce	Ayers	(D-Quincy),	
State	Representative	Solomon	Goldstein-Rose	(D-
Amherst),	and	various	Committee	staff	members.	

The	Joint	Committee	on	Tourism,	Arts,	and	Cultural	
Development	is	tasked	with	reviewing	all	legislative	
policy	and	budgetary	matters	concerning	tourism,	arts	
and	cultural	development	in	Massachusetts.	The	visit	
was	part	of	a	tour	of	the	Berkshires	that	highlighted	
local	business	thriving	in	the	tourism,	arts,	and	cultural	
sector,	and	offered	an	opportunity	for	the	Committee	
to	share	its	expertise	and	strategize	about	new	
proposals	and	opportunities	for	the	Berkshires	and	
western	Massachusetts.	At	EMRCA,	Krens	gave	the	
Committee	an	update	on	the	status	of	the	EMRCA	
project,	led	a	tour	of	the	models,	and	fielded	an	array	
of	questions.	The	Committee	was	particularly	
interested	in	Dr.	Stephan	Sheppard’s	economic	impact	
report.

The contemporary design opens up the interior with a double-height space and new windows, while state-of-
the-art equipment and a cat-walk facilitate the distillation process. The building will also feature a tasting room
for tours that overlooks the production facility, and a bar on the ground floor. To compliment the art
experience in the Cultural Corridor, the distillery will feature large-scale commissioned murals. By prominent
American artists.

Heritage Park Spotlight:
A craft distillery in Heritage Park
has become a key component of
the Masterplan for the historic
freight yard. Designed by
renowned architect Richard
Gluckman, the purpose-built
distillery will feature production,
tasting, aging, and food-service
spaces spread throughout the
complex. Operations will be
concentrated in Building 5,
previously a “coal pocket” that
stored and distributed coal to
trains passing through theyard.

Building 6 will also play a role in
production, serving as an aging facility for
whiskey. The building is fitting, as it used
to store grain for horses that transported
goods arriving by train. It will once again
be a repository for cereals, only this time
after they have been mashed, fermented,
and distilled. Theseproduction spaces will
be complemented by food service
opportunities that will be included in
other buildings in the complex.

These production spaces will be complemented by food service opportunities that will be included in other
buildings in the complex. Market-wise, the distillery capitalizes on a confluence of favorable factors including
the liberalization of alcohol production laws, the proliferating interest in agri-tourism, and outpouring of
support for local producers. Furthermore, existing regional tourism and the influx of visitors expected for
EMRCA would result in substantial on-site sales,driving significantly higher profit margins.

MA Committee on Tourism, Arts 
and Development Visits EMRCA

The craft distilling industry continues to grow
exponentially. By year-end in 2011, there were 234
in-production craft distilleries – there are now over
1,300. Distilleries have cropped up across the
country, with the biggest concentrations in California
(118), New York (104), and Washington (103).
Massachusetts has 25 activecraft distilleries.
As demand for craft spirits surges, so too does
supply, making it increasingly important to carve out
a market niche in the current landscape. A distillery
in Heritage Park brings small-scale manufacturing
back to the city, while making the most of local
conditions. It will re-invigorate historic buildingswith
modern sophistication and lush amenities, making
the complex an attraction in its own right.

Gehry, Weld, & Krens to Speak 
in San Francisco

40	years	after	the	last	passenger	train	left	Pittsfield	for	
New	York,	national	trends	like	the	growing	telecommuter	
population	and	renewed	interest	in	rail	travel	have	lead	
Berkshire	residents	to	seek	a	new	direct	rail	connection	
with	the	city.	In	addition	to	increased	seasonal	tourist	
traffic,	many	hope	that	reliable,	direct	transportation	will	
encourage	telecommuters	to	move	to	the	area	and	
commute	to	the	NYC	as	necessary.	The	benefits	of	such	a	
service	to	the	cultural	attractions	in	the	Berkshires,	
including	EMRCA,	are	easy	to	imagine.

Since	2010,	efforts	to	return	rail	service	to	Berkshire	
County	have	concentrated	on	a	route	through	eastern	
Connecticut	and	southern	Berkshire	County	via	the	right-
of-ways	of	Metro	North	and	the	Housatonic	Railroad.	This	
route	would	provide	direct	access	to		New	York’s	Grand	
Central	Station	from	Pittsfield	and	Great	Barrington.		
These	efforts	were	halted,	however,	as	Connecticut,	
which	would	have	had	to	provide	critical	infrastructure,	
showed	little	interest	in	bearing	the	high	cost	of	
upgrading	track.	

Enter	Senator	Hinds	(D-Pittsfield),	who	reignited	
discussions	by	proposing	that	the	service	run	via	Albany,	
thereby	bypassing	Connecticut.	By	making	use	of	existing	
Amtrak	routes,	Pittsfield	could	be	connected	with	New	
York’s	Penn	Station	for	a	fraction	of	the	cost.	Hinds	has	
suggested	that	an	early	version	of	the	service	could	be	
modeled	on	the	CapeFLYER which	travels	from	Boston	to	
Hyannis	on	summer	weekends.

At	the	behest	of	the	state	senate,	Hinds	has	formed	the	
NYC/Berkshire	Passenger	Rail	Working	Group.	The	group	
includes	transportation,	planning,	and	government	
officials	from	all	levels	of	government	as	well	as	
representatives	of	railroads	and	local	transportation	
advocates.	

The	group,	which	first	met	September	21,	is	tasked	with	
identifying	and	evaluating	the	economic	and	cultural	
benefits,	and	the	political,	legal	or	logistical	challenges,	to	
establishing	direct	passenger	rail	service	between	New	
York	City	and	Pittsfield.	The	group’s	findings	will	be	
reported	to	the	Legislature	March	1st.

In the world of model railroading, George Kohs is
synonymous with precision, quality, and excellence. The
Michigan-based modeler and his company, Kohs &
Company, are widely known for uncompromising
dedication to developing the best in historically accurate,
brass locomotives.

Kohs produces O-scale (1:48) models of historically
significant railroad locomotives and rolling stock. These
models’ brass construction allows them to be intricately
detailed: exact right down to individual rivets and number
of chain links. The company’s dedication to producing
nothing but ‘best’ quality models has developed a strong
following-- they now sell to model railroaders in more than
thirty countries

In addition to displaying stunning workmanship and
attention to detail, Kohs models showcase the best modern
design and manufacturing technology has to offer. In fact,
Kohs’ blending of modern technology and highly-detailed
modeling provided a great deal of inspiration for the
EMRCA concept.

Before producing a model, Kohs spends years gathering
specifications, stories, and drawings of a particular
locomotive. If original locomotives still exist, they are
measured and photographed in an effort to produce a
model wholly faithful to the original. If enough
documentation is available (the current Union Pacific Big
Boy project uses more than 3,000 drawings), a locomotive
may move into model production.

While steam engines were designed as two dimensional
drawings, modern CAD (Computer Aided Design) software
allows for locomotives to be recreated digitally in three
dimensions. This allows the team to refine details and
features on the models to a greater extent than traditional
modeling techniques. For these reasons, EMRCA employs
CAD to design models of structures.

CNC machining (laser cutting) and additive manufacturing
(3D and powder printing) are quickly becoming essential
tools in producing prototypes and patterns for Kohs
models. EMRCA has also integrated these technologies into
its own model production. These processes allow for
greater detail and consistency than any human modeler
could ever deliver.

On their insides, Kohs models are as detailed and
technologically refined astheir outsides. Each locomotive is
uses state-of-the-art DCC (Digital Command Control)
meaning that it can be controlled independent of other
locomotives on a layout. DCC also allows an operator to
remotely open and close couplers and activate specially
designed sound effects.

Kohs model locomotives are more thantoy trains, they are
brass-clad computers. Indeed, just as Kohs’ incorporation
of modern manufacturing technology sets his models a
grade above the rest, so too will EMRCA’s use of
technology herald a new era in museums.

Berkshire Flyer 
Picks up Steam
Would	Bring	Passenger	

Service	From	NYC

On	Sunday,	December	17,	at	4:00	PM,	Thomas	Krens,	
Gov.	Bill	Weld,	and	Frank	Gehry will	take	the	stage	for	
an	event	at	the	de	Young	Fine	Art	Museum	in	San	
Francisco.	The	presentation,	which	will	build	on	the	
success	of	 previous	programs	in	New	York	and	Los	
Angeles,	will	offer	the	Bay	Area	a	glimpse	of	the	vision	
for	EMRCA	and	the	North	Adams	cultural	development	
plan.		The	event	will	be	moderated	by	Max	Hollein,	
Director	and	CEO	of	the	Fine	Arts	Museums	of	San	
Francisco.

Hollein oversees	both	the	de	Young	and	the	Legion	of	
Honor,	which	together	attracted	1.4	million	visitors	in	
2016.	Hollein,	the	son	of	Pritzker Prize	winning	
architect	Max	Hollein,	previously	served	as	the	director	
of	three	Frankfurt	institutions	—Schirn Kunsthalle
Frankfurt,	StädelMuseum	and	the	Liebieghaus
Skulpturensammlung.	 Prior	to	that,	from	1996	to	
2001,	Hollein worked	closely	with	Thomas	Krens,	then	
director	of	the	Solomon	R.	Guggenheim	
Foundation.	 At	the	Guggenheim,	as	Krens'	Chief	of	
Staff	and	Manager	of	European	Relations,	Hollein was	
responsible	for,	among	other	things,	the	establishment	
of	the	exhibition	halls	Deutsche	Guggenheim	Berlin	
and	Guggenheim	Las	Vegas,	and	for	fundraising,	
traveling	exhibitions,	and	the	inauguration	activities	at	
Guggenheim	Bilbao.	

Mt. Greylock Craft Distillery Planned for HP
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EMRCA	continues	to	command	the	attention	of	
lawmakers	on	Beacon	Hill.	On	September	25th,Mayor	
Alcombright,	Duncan	Brown,	and	the	EMRCA	team	
hosted	a	visit	from	the	Massachusetts	General	Court’s	
Joint	Committee	on	Tourism,	Arts,	and	Cultural	
Development.	The	Committee	is	chaired	by	State	
Senator	Adam		Hinds	(D-Pittsfield),	who	has	
enthusiastically	supported	the	ERMCA	project	in	
Boston	since	his	election	in	November	2016.	Joining	
Hinds	from	the	committee	were	his	co-chair,	State	
Representative	Cory	Atkins	(D-Concord),	House	vice-
chairman	State	Representative	Bruce	Ayers	(D-Quincy),	
State	Representative	Solomon	Goldstein-Rose	(D-
Amherst),	and	various	Committee	staff	members.	

The	Joint	Committee	on	Tourism,	Arts,	and	Cultural	
Development	is	tasked	with	reviewing	all	legislative	
policy	and	budgetary	matters	concerning	tourism,	arts	
and	cultural	development	in	Massachusetts.	The	visit	
was	part	of	a	tour	of	the	Berkshires	that	highlighted	
local	business	thriving	in	the	tourism,	arts,	and	cultural	
sector,	and	offered	an	opportunity	for	the	Committee	
to	share	its	expertise	and	strategize	about	new	
proposals	and	opportunities	for	the	Berkshires	and	
western	Massachusetts.	At	EMRCA,	Krens	gave	the	
Committee	an	update	on	the	status	of	the	EMRCA	
project,	led	a	tour	of	the	models,	and	fielded	an	array	
of	questions.	The	Committee	was	particularly	
interested	in	Dr.	Stephan	Sheppard’s	economic	impact	
report.

The contemporary design opens up the interior with a double-height space and new windows, while state-of-
the-art equipment and a cat-walk facilitate the distillation process. The building will also feature a tasting room
for tours that overlooks the production facility, and a bar on the ground floor. To compliment the art
experience in the Cultural Corridor, the distillery will feature large-scale commissioned murals. By prominent
American artists.

Heritage Park Spotlight:
A craft distillery in Heritage Park
has become a key component of
the Masterplan for the historic
freight yard. Designed by
renowned architect Richard
Gluckman, the purpose-built
distillery will feature production,
tasting, aging, and food-service
spaces spread throughout the
complex. Operations will be
concentrated in Building 5,
previously a “coal pocket” that
stored and distributed coal to
trains passing through theyard.

Building 6 will also play a role in
production, serving as an aging facility for
whiskey. The building is fitting, as it used
to store grain for horses that transported
goods arriving by train. It will once again
be a repository for cereals, only this time
after they have been mashed, fermented,
and distilled. Theseproduction spaces will
be complemented by food service
opportunities that will be included in
other buildings in the complex.

These production spaces will be complemented by food service opportunities that will be included in other
buildings in the complex. Market-wise, the distillery capitalizes on a confluence of favorable factors including
the liberalization of alcohol production laws, the proliferating interest in agri-tourism, and outpouring of
support for local producers. Furthermore, existing regional tourism and the influx of visitors expected for
EMRCA would result in substantial on-site sales,driving significantly higher profit margins.

MA Committee on Tourism, Arts 
and Development Visits EMRCA

The craft distilling industry continues to grow
exponentially. By year-end in 2011, there were 234
in-production craft distilleries – there are now over
1,300. Distilleries have cropped up across the
country, with the biggest concentrations in California
(118), New York (104), and Washington (103).
Massachusetts has 25 activecraft distilleries.
As demand for craft spirits surges, so too does
supply, making it increasingly important to carve out
a market niche in the current landscape. A distillery
in Heritage Park brings small-scale manufacturing
back to the city, while making the most of local
conditions. It will re-invigorate historic buildingswith
modern sophistication and lush amenities, making
the complex an attraction in its own right.

Gehry, Weld, & Krens to Speak 
in San Francisco

40	years	after	the	last	passenger	train	left	Pittsfield	for	
New	York,	national	trends	like	the	growing	telecommuter	
population	and	renewed	interest	in	rail	travel	have	lead	
Berkshire	residents	to	seek	a	new	direct	rail	connection	
with	the	city.	In	addition	to	increased	seasonal	tourist	
traffic,	many	hope	that	reliable,	direct	transportation	will	
encourage	telecommuters	to	move	to	the	area	and	
commute	to	the	NYC	as	necessary.	The	benefits	of	such	a	
service	to	the	cultural	attractions	in	the	Berkshires,	
including	EMRCA,	are	easy	to	imagine.

Since	2010,	efforts	to	return	rail	service	to	Berkshire	
County	have	concentrated	on	a	route	through	eastern	
Connecticut	and	southern	Berkshire	County	via	the	right-
of-ways	of	Metro	North	and	the	Housatonic	Railroad.	This	
route	would	provide	direct	access	to		New	York’s	Grand	
Central	Station	from	Pittsfield	and	Great	Barrington.		
These	efforts	were	halted,	however,	as	Connecticut,	
which	would	have	had	to	provide	critical	infrastructure,	
showed	little	interest	in	bearing	the	high	cost	of	
upgrading	track.	

Enter	Senator	Hinds	(D-Pittsfield),	who	reignited	
discussions	by	proposing	that	the	service	run	via	Albany,	
thereby	bypassing	Connecticut.	By	making	use	of	existing	
Amtrak	routes,	Pittsfield	could	be	connected	with	New	
York’s	Penn	Station	for	a	fraction	of	the	cost.	Hinds	has	
suggested	that	an	early	version	of	the	service	could	be	
modeled	on	the	CapeFLYER which	travels	from	Boston	to	
Hyannis	on	summer	weekends.

At	the	behest	of	the	state	senate,	Hinds	has	formed	the	
NYC/Berkshire	Passenger	Rail	Working	Group.	The	group	
includes	transportation,	planning,	and	government	
officials	from	all	levels	of	government	as	well	as	
representatives	of	railroads	and	local	transportation	
advocates.	

The	group,	which	first	met	September	21,	is	tasked	with	
identifying	and	evaluating	the	economic	and	cultural	
benefits,	and	the	political,	legal	or	logistical	challenges,	to	
establishing	direct	passenger	rail	service	between	New	
York	City	and	Pittsfield.	The	group’s	findings	will	be	
reported	to	the	Legislature	March	1st.

In the world of model railroading, George Kohs is
synonymous with precision, quality, and excellence. The
Michigan-based modeler and his company, Kohs &
Company, are widely known for uncompromising
dedication to developing the best in historically accurate,
brass locomotives.

Kohs produces O-scale (1:48) models of historically
significant railroad locomotives and rolling stock. These
models’ brass construction allows them to be intricately
detailed: exact right down to individual rivets and number
of chain links. The company’s dedication to producing
nothing but ‘best’ quality models has developed a strong
following-- they now sell to model railroaders in more than
thirty countries

In addition to displaying stunning workmanship and
attention to detail, Kohs models showcase the best modern
design and manufacturing technology has to offer. In fact,
Kohs’ blending of modern technology and highly-detailed
modeling provided a great deal of inspiration for the
EMRCA concept.

Before producing a model, Kohs spends years gathering
specifications, stories, and drawings of a particular
locomotive. If original locomotives still exist, they are
measured and photographed in an effort to produce a
model wholly faithful to the original. If enough
documentation is available (the current Union Pacific Big
Boy project uses more than 3,000 drawings), a locomotive
may move into model production.

While steam engines were designed as two dimensional
drawings, modern CAD (Computer Aided Design) software
allows for locomotives to be recreated digitally in three
dimensions. This allows the team to refine details and
features on the models to a greater extent than traditional
modeling techniques. For these reasons, EMRCA employs
CAD to design models of structures.

CNC machining (laser cutting) and additive manufacturing
(3D and powder printing) are quickly becoming essential
tools in producing prototypes and patterns for Kohs
models. EMRCA has also integrated these technologies into
its own model production. These processes allow for
greater detail and consistency than any human modeler
could ever deliver.

On their insides, Kohs models are as detailed and
technologically refined astheir outsides. Each locomotive is
uses state-of-the-art DCC (Digital Command Control)
meaning that it can be controlled independent of other
locomotives on a layout. DCC also allows an operator to
remotely open and close couplers and activate specially
designed sound effects.

Kohs model locomotives are more thantoy trains, they are
brass-clad computers. Indeed, just as Kohs’ incorporation
of modern manufacturing technology sets his models a
grade above the rest, so too will EMRCA’s use of
technology herald a new era in museums.

Berkshire Flyer 
Picks up Steam
Would	Bring	Passenger	

Service	From	NYC

On	Sunday,	December	17,	at	4:00	PM,	Thomas	Krens,	
Gov.	Bill	Weld,	and	Frank	Gehry will	take	the	stage	for	
an	event	at	the	de	Young	Fine	Art	Museum	in	San	
Francisco.	The	presentation,	which	will	build	on	the	
success	of	 previous	programs	in	New	York	and	Los	
Angeles,	will	offer	the	Bay	Area	a	glimpse	of	the	vision	
for	EMRCA	and	the	North	Adams	cultural	development	
plan.		The	event	will	be	moderated	by	Max	Hollein,	
Director	and	CEO	of	the	Fine	Arts	Museums	of	San	
Francisco.

Hollein oversees	both	the	de	Young	and	the	Legion	of	
Honor,	which	together	attracted	1.4	million	visitors	in	
2016.	Hollein,	the	son	of	Pritzker Prize	winning	
architect	Max	Hollein,	previously	served	as	the	director	
of	three	Frankfurt	institutions	—Schirn Kunsthalle
Frankfurt,	StädelMuseum	and	the	Liebieghaus
Skulpturensammlung.	 Prior	to	that,	from	1996	to	
2001,	Hollein worked	closely	with	Thomas	Krens,	then	
director	of	the	Solomon	R.	Guggenheim	
Foundation.	 At	the	Guggenheim,	as	Krens'	Chief	of	
Staff	and	Manager	of	European	Relations,	Hollein was	
responsible	for,	among	other	things,	the	establishment	
of	the	exhibition	halls	Deutsche	Guggenheim	Berlin	
and	Guggenheim	Las	Vegas,	and	for	fundraising,	
traveling	exhibitions,	and	the	inauguration	activities	at	
Guggenheim	Bilbao.	

Mt. Greylock Craft Distillery Planned for HP
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Given	the	fast	pace	of	developments	surrounding	
EMRCA,	and	the	complexity	and	interconnectivity	
of	the	various	projects	our	team	is	developing	for	
North	Adams,	we	would	like	to	announce	the	
publication	of	a	monthly	newsletter.	The	
newsletter	has	three	primary	purposes:
• It	is	intended	to	be	a	vehicle	for	keeping	the	

EMRCA	investors	and	other	interested	
parties	informed	of	important	milestones	
and	events;

• While	EMRCA	is	the	centerpiece,	the	
newsletter	will	endeavor	to	connect	and	
locate	the	EMRCA	initiative	in	the	larger	
context	of	the	North	Adams	Cultural	
Development	Master	Plan,	parts	of	which	
have	undertaken	in	parallel	to	EMRCA;	and

• We	see	the	newsletter	as	a	means	to	
stimulate	feedback	from	and	communication	
with	a	larger	network	of	friends	and	
individuals.

EMRCA	Planning	&	Finance	Committee
• Duncan	Brown
• Allan	Fulkerson
• Dr.	Gray	Ellrodt

• Orion	Howard
• James	Hunter

• Thomas	Krens
• Anthony	Murad
• Gov.	William	Weld

October	16,	2017

The Extreme Model Railroad & Contemporary Architecture Museum

EMRCA,	 Inc. EMRCA	 Contacts:	
115	State	 Street,	 Re	design	and	architecture:	
North	Adams,	MA	 01247											jjarzyniecki@emrcagroup.com
PO	Box	414 Re	government	 relations:	
Williamstown,	MA	01267	 bsosne@emrcagroup.com
+1	(413)	664-0100	 Re	programming	 &	PR	

aheller@gcamgroup.com
Re	American	 railroad	 history	

rsebring@emrcagroup.com

This publication is a private informational newsletter intended to keep EMRCA, Inc.’s
investors, consultants, and advisors abreast of project developments. The information
contained in the newsletter, and any attachment, is conf idential and intended solely for
theintended recipient. Access, copying, or re-useof thenewsletter or any attachment or
information contained therein, by anyother person, is not authorized. Nothingwithin this
newsletter should be viewed as a recommendation to purchase or sell any securities or
investments. Li kewise, nothingpresented hereshould bedeemed to constitutean offer
to sell or thesolicitation of an offer to buy any interest in any investment product.

LINKS:	To	view	complete	documents	related	to	
the	EMRCA	newsletter	visit	the	link	below:

http://bit.ly/2x1m7es
Documents	included	in	this	issue:
1. Concept	Development	Study
2. Heritage	State	Park	Masterplan
3. Economic	Impact	Study
4. 2017	Mass	Works	Grant	Application
5. Proposed	EMRCA	Installation	Plan
6. National	and	International	Media	Coverage
7. Frank	Gehry Site	Visit	Album
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On	Thursday	October	19th,	Thomas	Krens appeared	as	the	
keynote	speaker	for	the	Berkshire	Regional	Planning	
Commission’s	annual	dinner	at	the	Country	Club	of	
Pittsfield.		Krens,	who	spoke	for	nearly	an	hour	in	front	of	a	
crowd	of	80	local	and	regional	planners,	policymakers,	and	
other	interested	parties,	presented	his	vision	for	the	EMRCA	
project	and	the	larger	North	Adams	Cultural	Development	
Master	Plan.	

The	Berkshire	Regional	Planning	Commission	(BRPC)	is	the	
regional	planning	agency	for	Berkshire	County.		Working	
with	a	professional	planning	staff	and	a	citizen	commission,	
BRPC	seeks	to	enhance	the	regional	resilience	and	quality	of	
life	in	the	Berkshires	through	a	variety	of	initiatives	and	
projects	encompassing	land	use,	transportation,	economic	
development,	environmental	management,	sustainable	
communities	and	public	health.		BRPC	has	been	actively	
collaborating	with	32	rural	and	urban	communities	since	
1966	to	deal	with	the	regional	challenges,	opportunities	and	
assets.	Per	federal	mandate,	BRPC	is	responsible	for	major	
regional	transportation	planning	programs	and	projects	in	
the	Berkshires,	and	is	also	responsible	for	regional	review	
procedures	as	required	by	various	federal	and	state	
programs.

Kyle	Hanlon,	Chair	of	BRPC’s	Executive	Committee,	
described	Krens’	understanding	of	and	outlook	for	the	
developing	economic	growth	in	Berkshire	County	as	
"inspirational”.			In	addition	to	his	role	at	BRPC,	Hanlon	sits	
on	the	North	Adams	Redevelopment	Authority	and	the	
North	Adams	Planning	Board.

Berkshire Scenic 
Track Complete
Earlier	this	month	the	Berkshire	Scenic	Railway	Museum	
announced	that	the	project	to	restore	train	service	between	
Adams	and	North	Adams	had	reached	its	last	big	milestone	
— complete	restoration	of	the	final	6/10	mile	connecting	
the	track	to	renovated	Adams	Station	on	Hoosac Street.		Up	
until	now,	the	excursion	was	cut	short	at	Renfrew	Street	
because	of	the	condition	of	the	long	unused	track.		
Completion	of	the	final	link	to	the	Adams	Station	was	made	
possible	by	$2.6	million	in	funding	provided	by	the	
MassWorks Infrastructure	Program.		

Berkshire	Scenic	Railway	is	now	running	fall	foliage	train	
rides	that	depart	from	North	Adams,	travel	south	to	Adams,	
and	then	return	to	North	Adams.		Critically,	the	North	
Adams	terminus	of	the	Scenic	Rail	lies	directly	adjacent	to	
the	proposed	EMRCA	site.		The	two	organizations	have	been	
in	contact	and	the	potential	for	collaboration	is	obvious.		
Indeed,	as	the	Adams	Town	Administrator	recently	noted,	
“one	can	only	imagine	the	possible	ways	the	two	entities	
could	partner	to	attract	visitors	and	diversify	programming”.	

NOUVEL’S	LOUVRE	ABU	
DHABI	OPENS	11	NOV.
French	Architect	Selected	in	2016	
to	Design	Hotel	in	North	Adams

NOUVEL: LOUVRE ABU DHABI

First	 sketch	of	Louvre	Abu	Dhabi	 inscribed	 “For	Tom,	First	 idea…Aug	 2006”

Jean	Nouvel,	Nicolai	Ourousseff (former	chief	architecture	critic	of	the	NYTimes)	and	Mayor	Alcombright at	the	EMRCA	studio	 in	November	2016

Jean	Nouvel at	La	Colombe D’or Restaurant	 St. 	Paul	 de	Vence Aug	2006,	

discussing	 concept	 designs	 for	Louvre	Abu	 Dhabi	 with	 Thomas	Krens

Nicholas	Krens	and	Thomas	Krens embark	from	Salzburg	to	St.	

Paul	de	Vencein	the	South	of	France	to	meet	with	Jean	Nouvel

Jean Nouvel, tapped to be thearchitect of the Wilsonian Luxury Art Hotel on MainStreet in North Adams,will be
celebrating the opening of his newest building on November 11th in Abu Dhabi. The ambitious Louvre Abu
Dhabi, topped by a dome with a590foot diameter, has been over a decade in themaking.
The museum is located on Saadiyat Island (“Island of Happiness”), and is just one component of a 670-acre
cultural district. Planning for the district began in 2005 when Thomas Krens, then-director of the Solomon R.
Guggenheim Foundation, met with Mohammed bin Zayed al Nahyan, the crown prince. Zayed described his
vision for a $27 billion development with shopping and luxurious hospitality, and, most importantly, a massive
cultural district with a newGuggenheim as its centerpiece.

Over	the	next	two	years,	Krens created	the	masterplan for	the	district,	hand-selecting	the	architects	for	each	
project.	In	August	2006,	he	took	a	motorcycle	ride	through	Switzerland	to	the	south	of	France	to	meet	with	Jean	
Nouvel.	Along	with	Nick,	Krens’s son,	the	three	of	them	discussed	a	massive	universal	museum	that	would	be	a	
cultural	crossroads,	a	dialogue	between	East	and	West.	
Not merely a single building, the completed Louvre Abu Dhabi is a series of 55 low-profile, interconnected
blocks of different proportions inspired by Arab cities –the medina.The dome that appears tofloat above the23
gallery spaces and other amenities was inspired by traditional Arab motifs, but, in final form, is exceptionally
universal and contemporary. With 8 layers that the light must to pass through, spots of light appear and
disappear, grow and shrink, move across the campus every minute of every day. Nouvel describes it as “a
parasol creating a shower of lights”.

The	museum	 is	as	expansive	in	form	 as	it	
is	in	content.	It	will	feature	over	600	
exhibits	that	include	archaeology,	fine	
arts,	decorative	arts,	and	even	
contemporary	art	from	all	over	the	
world.	 Linda	Komaroff,	 Curator	of	 Islamic	
and	Middle	Eastern	art	at	the	Los	Angeles	
County	Museum	 spoke	to	the	Art	
Newspaper	about	the	project,	explaining,	
“There	are	more	possibilities	in	the	
future	for	 how	art,	both	Western	and	
Islamic,	is	interpreted	in	the	context	of	
the	universal	museum.”	

The	intention	is	to	create	a	dialogue	
between	East	and	West.	The	Louvre	Abu	
Dhabi	constitutes	a	shift	in	the	center	of	
the	art	world	eastward,	while	also	re-
contextualizing	how	art	is	displayed	and	
experienced	 as	part	of	a	larger	cultural	
narrative.

The	larger	vision	for	Saadiyat Island	
includes	 proposals	for	 a	Frank	Gehry-
designed	Guggenheim;	 the	Zayed
National	Museum,	designed	 by	Norman	
Foster;	a	performing	arts	center	by	Zaha
Hadid,	who	passed-away	last	spring;	and	
a	maritime	museum	 over	the	ocean,	by	
Tadao Ando.	The	economic	 collapse	in	
2009	severely	slowed	the	projects’	
progression,	contributing	to	a	decade-
long	wait	for	the	Louvre’s	opening.	The	
Zayed National	Museum	is	several	years	
behind	 schedule,	 and	the	Hadid and	
Ando	buildings	show	 no	signs	of	
movement.	 The	Guggenheim	also	has	
not	broken	ground.	

Nouvel,	a	Pritzker prize-winner,	has	a	
long	history	of	designing	cultural	
institutions	including	Arab	World	
Institute	(Paris,	France),	Foundation	
Cartier	(Paris,	France),	Copenhagen	
Concert	Hall	(Copenhagen,	 Denmark)	in	
addition	to	residential	and	commercial	
buildings.	On-going	 projects	include	 the	
supertall MoMA tower	and	the	Midi	Train	
Station	in	Brussels,	Belgium	among	
others.	
In	November	 2016,	Nouvel spent	two	
days	in	Northern	Berkshire	County	
viewing	the	area	and	meeting	with	
Mayor	Alcombright and	other	North	
Adams	officials.	 	The	architect	and	the	
mayor	walked	the	Heritage	Park	site	and	
Main	Street	and	its	various	contiguous	
properties.		He	also	toured	the	Clark	Art	
Institute	the	Williams	College	campus,		
and	MASS	MoCA.		Along	the	way	he	met	
with	MASS	MoCA Director	Joseph	C.	
Thompson	 and	Clark	Director	Olivier	
Meslay.		Nouvel will	be	featured	as	the	
architect	of	the	planned	Wilsonian
Luxury	 Art	Hotel	on	Main	Street.

“The	combination	 of	elements	that	exists	
here	is	like	no	other	that	I	know	of,”	
Nouvel said	after	his	visit.	“The	
landscape,	 the	topography,	the	colors,	
and	the	collision	of	Main	Street,	the	
overpass,	and	the	railroad	lends	itself	to	
an	extraordinary	and	precise	
intervention	or	series	of	interventions	
that	would	preserve	the	scale	of	the	city,	
and	build	on	 the	concentration	of	
cultural	resources	in	the	region.”

Continued	 from	Page	1


